Inquiry Lesson Plan for Litzsinger Road Ecology Center 

Cindy Boutte’

Maplewood – Richmond Heights Early Childhood Center    (K-1)

Inquiry Lesson  Plan 1 

For Litzsinger Road  Ecology  Center
Goal: 

This  lesson  will  help  support  kindergartners  in  their  Inquiry  Unit  on  “Me  and  My  place  In  The  World” and  “Changes  in  the  Season”  at  the  Litzsinger Road Ecology  Center.

Student’s  Introduction: 

We  have  had  lots  of  discussions  on  us  in  our  world  here  at  school  How  many  of  you  would  like  to  explore  the  animal  world  at  Litzsinger  Center?   A  KWL  chart  is  made  for  recording  the  students  questions  about  animals  at  Litzsinger  Center. 

Skills: 

First  step -   the  students  will  have  a  discussion  on  expectations  for  the  bus  ride  and  being  outside  at  Litzsinger  Center. 

Second  step –The  teacher  will  make  copies  and  glue  the  organizer  below  in  the  students  journals.  ( date  and weather,  “G”  for  ground,  “T”  for  trees  and  “A”  for  air)  before  the  visit.

	Date/  Weather


	“G”

	“T”


	“A”


Learning Activity at Litzsinger Road Ecology Center:  

For each visit, students will journal by keeping track of tally marks showing  how  many  animals  they  see  on  the  ground,  on  or  in  trees  and  air. 

The  last  30  minutes – students  will  journal  and  explore  nature  books  from  Ms.  Boutte’s  collection.   The  blue  book  tub  will  arrive  on  Tuesday  of  E.C.C.’s  visit  and  be  returned  that  Friday.  

Assessment:  

Inside  the  classroom,  the  students  will  count  tally  marks  and  a  class  graph  will  be  composed.   The  students  will  generate  questions  and  a  guided  discussion  on  how  these  different  groups  work  as  a  community.

Extending  the  lesson:  

The  teacher  will  show  students  how  to  change  a  bar  graph  to  a  pie  representation.  

This  lesson  is  done  for  every  season.   At  the  end  of  the  year  students  can  have  a  discussion  on  how  the  season  affects  the  animals.

Revisit  the  KWL  chart.
Inquiry Lesson  Plan 2 for

Litzsinger Road  Ecology  Center
Goal:

This  lesson  will  help  support  kindergartners  in  their  Inquiry  Unit  on  “My  5  Senses”  at  the  Litzsinger Road Ecology  Center.

Skills:

The  students  will  have  a  discussion  on  how  they  use  their  5  senses  to  interact  with  their  environment.  

The  students  will  have  background  knowledge  of  classifying,  designs  and  patterns.

Student’s  Introduction:

A  Venn  Diagram is  displayed  and  labeled  “Our  5  senses”.  We’ve  had  lot’s  of  discussions  on  our  5  senses.  How  do  you   explore  your  world  inside  vs.  outside?
Learning  Activity:

Each  group  of  students  will  collect  small  samples  of  what  they  find  on  their  walks  at  Litzsinger  Center  and  place  them  in  one  zip-lock  bag.

Assessment:

In  the  classroom   students  will  identify  items  and  share  stories.  Then  the  students  will  classify  items.

*“The  Art  of  Seeing” – is  a  way  students  can  use  their  5  senses  to  express  them selves  using  materials  from  nature  by   making   designs  as  shown  below:

Materials  needed  are  rocks,  twigs, feathers  and  leaves.
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Extending  the  lesson:

The  students  can   take  one  item  home  to  share  with  family  members  about  what  they  learned  that  day.

The  students  save  the  items  and  journal  observations  over  time.
Reference:  

Karlsen, Matt, The  Art  of  Seeing, p.10., Winter, 2006,Community Works  Journal,vol.7,no.3 

Inquiry Lesson  Plan  3 for

Litzsinger Road  Ecology  Center
Goal:

This  lesson  will  help  support  First  Graders  in  their  Inquiry  Unit  on  “Weather”  at  the  Litzsinger Road Ecology  Center.

State  Requirement:    

Standard  5-2-A:  Weather  can  be  described  by  observing  and  measuring  properties  of  the  atmosphere.

Standard  8:  Scientific  inquiry  relies  upon  gathering  evidence  from  qualitative  and  quantitative  observations.

Post  Skills:

The  students   have  set  up  a  routine  in  their  daily  calendar  time  a  weather  charting.   It  includes  a  large  thermometer,  graph  for  the  temperature,  graph  for  the  weather  and   pictures  of  the  seasons.  

Student’s  Introduction:

You  have  done  a    lot  of  observation  on  our  weather.   What  do  you  think  a  weather  station  has?

Learning  Activities:

Step  one  -  the  students  will  brake  up  into  small  groups  and  go  on  a  walk  throughout  the  grounds  and  have  discussions  on  how  the  weather  affects  the  animals  and  plants.

Step  two - At  Litzsinger  Center  students  will  see  a   weather  station  and  find  out  it’s  components. The  question  of  the  day  is,  “how  can  we  make   a  weather  station  for  our  school?”  

Step  three - Then  they  will  come  into  the  barn  to  see  on  the  computer  how  weather  is  recorded.   

Step  four - Students  will  explore  books  and  journal  observations  the  last    30  minutes  of  our  visit.
Assessment:

The  students   as  a  class  will  compose  a  “T”  chart  of  all  their  observation.

The  students  will  problem  solve  how  we  can   build  a  weather  station  out  side  our  school.

Extending  the  lesson:

The  students  will  blow  bubbles  or  getting  a  weather  vain  to  see  the  direction  of  the  wind.

The  students  will  use  a  composes   to  get  a  sense  of  where  North,  East,  South  and  West. 

Inquiry Lesson  Plan 4 for

Litzsinger Road  Ecology  Center
Goal:

This  lesson  will  help  support  First  Graders  in  their  Inquiry  Unit  on  “Animals  and  Plants”  at  the  Litzsinger Road Ecology  Center.

State  Requirement:

Standard  4-1-A:  All  living  organisms  interact  with  each  other  and  environment   in  order  to  live  and  grow.

Standard  3-1-B:  Physical  characteristics  and  behaviors  can  be  used  to  classify  living  organisms.

Post  Skills: 

The  students  will  know  what  the  meaning  of  an  organisms.

The  students  will  know  how  to  classify  a  plants  from  an  animals.

Student’s  Introduction:

We  have  had  lots  of  discussions  on  animals  and  plants  and  here  at  Litzsinger  Center  we’re  going  to  observe  them  in  their  environment  and  keep  data.   There  are  three  environments  I  want  you  to  visit  in  small  groups – Creek,  prairie  and  the  woods.

Learning  Activities:

In  the  classroom  the  students  will   organize  their  journal  page  into  four  parts (date  and season, “C” creek, “P” prairie, “W” woods)  before  the  visit.

	Date/  Season


	“C”

	“P”


	“W”


Learning  Activity  at  Litzsinger  Center:  

For  each  visit,  students  will  journal  by  keeping  track  of  tally  marks  showing  how  many  animals   they  see  in  each  location. 

The  last  30  minutes – students  will  journal  and  explore  nature  books  from  Ms.  Boutte’s  collection.   The  blue  book  tub  will  arrive  on  Tuesday  of  E.C.C.’s  visit  and  be  returned  that  Friday.  

Assessment:  

Inside  the  classroom,  the  students  will  generate  questions  and  a  guided  discussion  on  how  animals  interact  with  the  three  different  environments.
Extending  the  lesson:

Each  group  volunteer  will  be  given   a  dissposible  camera  to  take  pictures  of  animals  and  students  in  the  Litzsinger  Center  environment.
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